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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


APRIL MEETING. 

The April Monthly Meeting will be held at the Passmore 
Edwards Settlement, 36, Tavistock Place, W.C., on WEpD- 
NESDAY, 12TH APRIL, at 7.30 p.m., when the two following 
papers will be read: 

‘Maps: Their Value, Provision, and Storage.” By 
C. Parry Jackson, Royal Colonial Institute. 
‘ ° . . 
“Library Lectures: Their Preparation and 
Delivery.” By W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
Croydon Public Libraries; President of the L.A.A. 
There is a singular appropriateness in the meeting of the Library 
Assistants’ Association at an Institution bearing the name of one who has 
done so much in London for the furthering of the Public Library Movement, 
and we trust there will be a good attendance to do honour to the occasion. 
The Passmore Edwards Settlement itself is a place of great interest, 
performing a valuable social work, Mrs. Humphry Ward being the Hon. 
Secretary, and Mr. G. E. Gladstone, M.A., Warden. The two papers to be 
read are of uncommon interest and readily lend themselves to debate ; we 
look forward to a meeting of pleasant instruction in more than one direction. 








LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION : SECTION II. 


Candidates in Section II., Bibliography, for which the following subject 
has been set for the essay, viz., ‘* The literature relating to Library Associa- 
tions in all countries,’’ are asked to note that in view of the recent publica- 
tion of the ‘* Bibliography of Library Economy,’’ by Mr. H. G. T. Cannons, 
special stress will be laid by the examiners on fulness of entries, annotations, 
and references to foreign libraries. 


LECTURES ON METHODS OF RESEARCH. 


A course of three lectures will be given by Mr. R. A. PEDDIE in the 
Lecture Room of the British Museum on METHODS OF RESEARCH IN THE 
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BriTisH MUSEUM AND OTHER LONDON LIBRARIES, on Wednesdays, at 3 p.m., 
as under :— 

(1). April 12.—The Library of the British Museum; The Reading 
Room ; Rules for Admission ; The General Catalogue ; Subject Indexes 

(2). April 19.—The Catalogues of Music, Newspapers and other special 
collections ; The Departmental Libraries; The MSS. Department; The 
Oriental Printed Books and MSS 

(3). April 26.—Other London Libraries ; General Collections ; Special 
Libraries. 

The books referred to during the lectures will be available, in the 
Lecture Room, for inspection 

Tickets for the course (price, 7s. 6d.) may be obtained from Mr. R. A. 
Peddie, 36, St. Martin’s Court, S. Martin’s Lane, W.C., or at the Offices of 
the Library Association, 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. 


MIDLAND BRANCH. 


All members of the L.A.A. are cordially invited to the next meeting, 
which will be held on Thursday, April 6th, at Northampton Public Library, 
by kind permission of the Librarian. Programme :- 

330 p.m. Reception by the Mayor of Northampton at the Guildhall. 
4.0 p.m. Visit to Queen Eleanor’s Cross ; one of the three remain- 
ing crosses erected by Edward I. in memory of his 
consort. 
5.0 pm. Tea by invitation of the Mayor of Northampton, S. Yarde, 
Esq. 
5.45 p.m. Proceed to Public Library. The library was erected by 
Mr. Carnegie in 1910, at a cost of £15,000 
Paper: History of the Library Movement in Northampton, by 
Thomas J. George, F.L.A., Librarian. 
Paper: How to Increase the Usefulness of a Public Library, by 
Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A., Sub-Librarian. 
Those who intend to be present should write at once to the undersigned, 
W. Ewart Owen, 
Hon. Secretary, Public Library, Coventry. 


EDITORIAL. 


The L.C.C. and Librarianship.—One of the most inter- 
esting items on the agenda of the March Council Meeting of 
the Association was the receipt of the London County 
Council’s reply to the L.A.A. protest against their advertise- 
ment fora librarian from among the staffs of the schools 
and institutions maintained by the Council. The text of the 
letter is given in the paragraph on the “Work of the 
Council,” and will be received with pleasure, not only on 
account of its particular interest to our lady members, but 
more especially as the gratifying result of the Association’s 
work. Weare extremely glad that the L.C.C. has seen fit 
to make the alteration before it is too late. It will ensure 
to them the opportunity of obtaining a_ fully-qualified 
librarian, rather than a person who, though she might have 
excellent abilities, would be without the highly specialised 
knowledge requisite for the proper organization and working 

















63 


of a library. We have pleasure in giving, on the first page 
of our advertisement inset, the text of the advertisement. 

The British Museum Exhibition of Bibles. Four 
members of the Council of the L.A.A., on going into the 
British Museum to see the exhibition of Bibles, organized 
by the authorities in connexion with the ter-centenary of the 
Authorised Version, were surprised and gratified to find 
themselves on the same errand as Their Majesties the King 
and Queen. Noceremony was observed in Their Majesties’ 
visit, the general public, ourselves among the number, being 
freely admitted to the very room in which Dr. Kenyon was 
explaining some of the exhibits. The King’s visit will be 
remembered as one of the most pleasing acknowledgments 
of the work of the British Museum, which is always ready to 
exhibit from among its stores treasures that may be of 
special current interest. 

Library Assistants’ Association Series, No. 3.— The 
article by the Honorary EpirTor of © The Library Assistant,” 
on The Development of Notation in Classification, has been 
reprinted as Number Three of the Library Assistants’ 
Association Series, and may be obtained from the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. H. T. Coutts, North [slington Public Library, 
at the price of threepence each, or post free, fourpence. 
Number Two of the series, the paper on Libraries in Rural 
Districts, by Mr. Harry Farr, Chief Librarian of the Cardiff 
Public Libraries, is still in print, and is obtainable from the 
same source at the same price. Number one of the series 
is now out of print. 

Library Association Notices.— In order to enable 
members of the L.A.A. readily to keep in touch with the 
work of the Library Association it has been decided to 
devote half a page of the advertisement inset to notices of 
the various activities of that Association. The notices will 
always be found on the top half of page 3 of our advertise- 
ment inset. 

Brussels: The Last Opportunity. —Our members have 
the last opportunity placed before them of taking part in the 
Brussels Excursion. A condensed programme appears on 
page 3 of the advertisement inset, and if any member has 
had any hesitation, a glance through that should dispel it. 
Seldom has so pleasurable an outing been arranged. It is 
hoped to centre all the party in one boarding-house, and the 
expenses will be extremely smail. On the last page of this 
issue will be found all necessary vouchers, the use of which 
will not affect the volume for binding as the pagination is 
left out. The Committee confidently expects a large 
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response. The vouchers should be sent to the President or 
Mr. Stewart by the 4th, as after that date it is impossible to 
guarantee accommodation. 

Bookbinding.—Mr. G. A. Stephen has already earned 
considerable reputation for his knowledge of book-binding, 
especially that done by machinery for trade purposes. It is 
no small honour for him to appear before the Royal Society 
of Arts, and we record with pleasure the Meeting of that 
Society which took place on February 15th, at which he read 
a paper on “Modern Machine Bookbinding,’ Mr. John 
Murray, the well-known publisher, being in the chair. The 
paper was abundantly illustrated both by lantern slides and 
by an extensive exhibit of English and foreign book-covers 
and end-papers and specimens of materials and bindings in 
various stages. It has been printed in the Journal of the 
Royal Society of Arts for February 17th, with over twenty 
diagrams. We congratulate Mr. Stephen on the excellence 
of the paper, and regard is as a happy coincidence that we 
are able to record this Meeting in the same number of the 
Journal as that in which is published a review of the 
excellent manual of Library Binding written by him in 
collaboration with Mr. H. T. Coutts, the Honorary Secretary 
of the L.A.A. 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING.* 


By Miss ETHEL S. Fesaan, M.A., F.L.A., of the Library, the 
Ladies’ College, Cheltenham. 


Before beginning my paper I should like to express my 
sense of the honour you have done me in inviting me to 
speak at this your first Annual Meeting, and to congratulate 
you on the Report of your first year of work. I was very 
much cheered this session when the letter from your Branch 
was read at one of the Birmingham District Library 
Association meetings. Some time ago I had tackled the 
Secretary of the Education Committee on the subject of 
classes in the provinces, and he agreed that such classes 
were very desirable, though he was not very sanguine about 
the possibility of attracting many assistants to the classes. 
Our own Secretary of the B.D.L.A. also seemed to think it 
doubtful when I addressed him on the subject, so you may 
imagine how delighted I was when your letter was read 
early this session asking for classes, and I felt the wisdom 








*Paper read at the first Annual Meeting of the Midland “Branch of the 
Library Assistants’ Association, at Birmingham University, on 
January 5th, 1911. 
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of our elders and betters in waiting till the desire should 
come from you, rather than that they should poke down 
your throats what they were not sure that you wanted. 
Our chances of success in establishing the classes are so 
much greater when the question comes up in this manner, 
and I feel that you are well-advised in using your utmost 
efforts to get them established as a regular course in con- 
nection with the Technical Schools here. Only in some 
such way, I am convinced, will you be able to ensure that 
permanency and regularity which are so essential in obtain- 
ing the best possible results. 

The need for professional training at this date I suppose 
there are few prepared to deny, but the method in this case, 
as in all this thorny question of education, is the cause of 
much controversy. And yet, when one is dealing with 
technical education, the way is cleared of many of those 
problems which beset the path of the educator in general, 
for we do not begin with raw material, but with those who 
have already at least a good grounding of education. I 
have met some, and have heard and read of more who are 
very much opposed to the whole plan of the Library Asso- 
ciation examinations. Now I am not prepared to uphold 
that there never were such excellent examinations and that 
nothing could be better—nor for that matter do I suppose 
that the Education Committee itself would say so either 
but I do say that they offer the only kind of theoretical 
training and test we have in this country at present, and 
that if we want to raise the whole status of our profession, 
the best thing we can do is to go in for them and to do our 
best to improve them, until we have evolved the best kind of 
training we can find. And that will only be done by the 
whole body of us working together. As an organised pro- 
fession ours is still young, though there have been librarians 
from the dimmest times of antiquity (as those who have 
struggled through Section V. will know), and so we have not 
yet brought our standards and qualifications up to the right 
pitch. I don’t believe in belonging to a Society merely for 
what one can get out of it, but I think we ought all to do our 
best to help it on a bit. And this, though it may seem rather 
a roundabout way, I think we can do by taking the exam- 
inations, and so setting up a standard of some kind for the 
profession as a whole. You have only to set one up and it 
will go on improving ; see how the L.A. examinations them- 
selves have improved since the early days, when they began 
in a very tentative manner with a kind of Summer School. 
More efficient librarians mean more efficient libraries, more 
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efficient libraries mean more enlightened citizens, more 
enlightened citizens mean a greater willingness to increase 
the library rate, and this would seem to point to that most 
mundane consideration—better pay. Not that I imagine 
even in my wildest dreams that in this golden future any 
librarian will ever make his fortune out of his profession; 
but then that is the glory of the professions in general, you 
do not get enervated and corrupted by filthy lucre, but you 
do help on the race, and incidentally you raise and improve 
your own inner self and character, and these are the things 
that really matter. 

A few words as to the need for the theoretical part of 
the training may not be amiss. I know there ts the fear in 
some quarters that the L.A. examinations and diploma will 
merely be the instruments for bringing forward the shirkers, 
men without much force or initiative or character, who may, 
notwithstanding,have the happy knack of passing examinations. 
While I am willing to admit that there may be some grounds 
for this apprehension, | think that those who say this over- 
look the fact that it takes some determination to go doggedly 
through all six sections required for the full certificate, and 
that it does mean a real sacrifice, not only of much of one’s 
precious leisure time, of which I suppose we none of us have 
a superabundance, but also of many pleasant things that come 
in one’s way. I think that it does argue some real powers 
of application and grit in a man if he sticks to the work, 
though it be only to the extent of passing two or three of the 
sections, for a man who was really a shirker would give up 
long before the examination day came round. Further I 
think that they do not realise that the possession of the 
certificate is some sort of a guarantee that you really do 
know something of your work, and if such things are required 
in every other profession, why should we lower ours by 
pretending that these things are not needed and are no 
criterion of a man’s powers? They are not, of course, a 
complete criterion (no amount of certificates or degrees or 
honours could be) but they are at least, some. Then too 
these same detractors seem to imagine that a man possessing 
the diploma or full certificate is apt to become uplifted and 
to imagine that he has no more to learn. I do not think it; 
rather will he feel that he is but upon the threshold of much 
that might not otherwise have come within his ken, for surely 
the more one learns the more one realises, in ever-increasing 
humility, the very small show that one’s own sum-total of 
knowledge makes when compared with the Infinite. 

We must, of course, I think undoubtedly begin with 
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Froebel’s maxim, “ Learn by doing,” and in the multifarious 
odd jobs of a library our pupil gains his or her first insight 
into the workings of such an institution. But this is not 
enough. It does not take a very high order of intelligence to 
enable oneto becomea’ hand,” though of course the exercise of 
all the intelligence one possesses, in the course of one’s work, 
enables one to become the most efficient “hand” possible. 
But to exercise this intelligence in the best manner, one 
must, I think, have some grasp of the reasons for things, or 
of the fundamental principles underlying them. Further, 
our “hands,” or the best of them, aspire to become “ heads” 
in the maybe distant future, and to arrive at this eminence 
more study is necessary than the mere fulfilling of the tasks 
of the moment. A chief librarian is supposed to understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if he can speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels, so much the better for 
him, but in addition to all this, if he would not be as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal he must have a 
knowledge of men and of the methods of dealing with them, 
which I grant you is not to be gained from books (entirely), 
or from any sort of technical education. I confess that 
when I read the list of qualifications necessary for a 
librarian as set forth by Mr. Duff Brown in his ever useful 
Manual, and later came across the requirements of the 
Dukes of Urbino for their librarian, I felt that I had under- 
taken more than I knew. And yet all these qualifications 
are not only very desirable, but are attainable and within 
the reach of all of us, I suppose, if only we would submit to 
the discipline necessary to attain to them. And so there 
are many sides to our professional training, 7.e., the punctual 
performance of small duties at the beginning of one’s 
career, if one is fortunate enough to begin at the beginning, 
the careful study of the theories of such branches as 
classification and cataloguing, and the learning how to put 
them into practice, the acquisition of a thorough knowledge 
of all that appertains to the administration of every 
department of a library, and along with all this, the constant 
disciplining of oneself both in the performance of one’s 
everyday duties and in one’s dealings with the public and 
one’s colleagues. 

With regard to the actual technical work, though no 
two libraries and their needs are alike, yet there must be 
some fundamental principles which govern the workings of 
all, and it is these which I think the Education Committee 
have resolutely sought to make the basis of their 
examinations. Having worked through all six sections, a 
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man should be in a position to grapple with the necessities 
of any library to which he may be appointed, modifying his 
theories to suit the needs which he finds arising in the 
course of his work. I have heard it asked: what good is 
it for an assistant to know how many presses there were in 
Nuremberg before the 16th century, or whether Piers 
Plowman was written by one man or by three? What good 
to know anything of the literature of one’s own country ? 
I would say: What shame not to know! Our poor mother 
tongue suffers so much to-day at the hands of her children 
that it would seem the special duty of librarians to do what 
in us lies to promote the care and study of it. And how can 
one have an intelligent interest in and love for one’s 
profession, if one does not know something of its history ? 
What matter if he is never asked during the whole of his 
library career anything about the early printers or libraries, 
does it not give him a fellowship with the past and its people, 
and a realisation of our continuity with it, and of the 
progress of the centuries, does it not make life the richer, 
to know of their existence and to feel how through all the 
ages men have been feeling their way onwards and upwards 
to perfection, and that our heritage forces us to do our share 
in passing on what has been so painfully gained, and in 
smoothing the way for those who come after? I always feel 
that one of the most inspiring thoughts of our profession is 
that we, perhaps more than most men, are working for the 
future generations of the race. 

And now, lest you should say that of course a woman 
is bound to take a sentimental view of things, let me conclude 
by offering some sternly practical advice to any who are con- 
templating sitting for the examinations. Itis pretty generally 
agreed that sections V. and VI. are the least formidable to a 
beginner. So I should say, begin at the end and work 
backwards, and use your leisure moments in reading English 
literature. Read good stuff, read the best authors of allages 
of our own country, life is not long enough to waste it in 
reading rubbish, and there is so much that is excellent in 
every kind of style. And if opportunity occurs, go to see 
any play of Shakespeare’s that may come in your way; so 
will you be preparing without fuss or cramming for the first 
section. More especially read the authors of the 19th century, 
for some period or another of this time is always set. Of 
course I know that it is difficult, if not impossible, to give an 
hour or so every day to examination work, but four or five 
hours a week ought to suffice, especially if you are gaining 
an intelligent grasp of your everyday work during your 
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library hours. Takea wide view of your work, read all round 
your subject as much as possible; librarianship is the most 
catholic profession, for it embraces everything, and must 
develop every part of you if only you will allow it. Then 
don’t try to do too much at once; it is one of the first 
duties of man to keep fit, and you must, too, develop the 
other sides of your nature, for a librarian has to be an all- 
round man and the social side of life must not be forgotten. 

It is here, I think, that our Association, and more 
especially your Branch of it, will help you, for it is always 
well to hear what others are doing and how they solve their 
problems. And make a point of attending as many of the 
Association meetings as you can, for I am sure that you will 
receive stimulus and help from the discussions, and will meet 
with many who have had the same struggles as yourselves 
and who will be ready to lend you a hand as soon as they 
realise your need. It is well, too, to cultivate the habit of 
speaking in public, for if we have to be pioneers among the 
people we must try to fit ourselves to lead, and must not 
mind getting up to speak; after all, it is largely a matter of 
practice, and when once one has made the plunge, it is not so 
alarming. There is one other point which I should like to 
touch on, more especially as it has not yet been included to 
any great extent in the Library Association examinations. 
But it is a point which Mr. Walter Powell has treated ina 
paper read at one of the Monthly Meetings in London, that 
is, the matter of business training. It seems to me to be very 
essential for men who will oneday have to manage public funds, 
that they should have some knowledge of business affairs and 
of account-keeping. And so I would urge you to make your- 
selves acquainted with some good method of book-keeping, 
and to cultivate an orderly mind and business-like habits. 
You will find that this will save you from endless confusion 
and worry, and above all, it will economise your time and 
temper. Above all, remember that it is poor economy to stint 
yourselves of air, or exercise, or (most important) food and 
sleep. And now, as I can think of no more grandmotherly 
advice to give you, I had better bring this wandering paper 
to a close. 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 
Avery, Mr. A. J., Senior Assistant, Public Library, Erith (Kent), has 
been appointed a Senior Assistant in the Bolton Public Libraries. 
*PeppgR, MR. F. W.C., Assistant-in-Charge of the Great Lever Branch 
Library, has been promoted to be Assistant-in-Charge of the Reference 
Library, Bolton. 





~ *Member, L.AAL 
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LOCAL RECORDS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES:’ 
AN ANNOTATED READING LIST. 
By T. E. TurNBULL, of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Library. 


Axon (E.) Public records and public libraries. In Library Association 
Record, vol. 2, pt. 1, p. 142. 1900. 

[Advocates the claims of public libraries. Useful for information as to 
what is already done, especially in Lancashire. ] 

BopvelaNn Lisrary. Staff kalendar: Supplement. 

[Contains the Bodleian ‘*‘ Scheme for kalendaring charters,’’ ‘* Miscel- 
laneous rules for the kalendarer,”’ etc. } 

Butt (Sir W.) Public records. Jn Local Government Review, vol. 3, p. 
155. 1911. 

{In 1903 Sir W. Bull brought in a Bill for the purpose of establishing 
Local Record Offices—the suggestion of Mr. W. P. Phillimore— 
and in this article he reaffirms his belief in the idea.] 

Dous.epay (W. E.) Local records and the public libraries. Jn Library 
Association Record, vol. 2. pt. 1, p. 131. 1900. (Discussion p. 177 
Correspondence p. 288, p. 345). 

[Valuable for analysis of the questions issued by the Local Records 
Committee. Favours storage in public libraries. } 

Goutp (I. C.) Local records. /n Library World, vol. 2, p. 231. 1900. 

[Gives the questions asked in the circular issued by the Local Records 
Committee, with Mr. Gould’s answers. } 

Gross (C.) Sources and literature of English history, p. 400, &c. 1900. 

[Gives a list of records which have appeared in print, with a prelimin- 
ary note (p. 400)]. 

Locat Recorps. In Library World, vol. 2, pp. 257 and 313. 1900. 

[Résumé of what ts done at present by a selection of libraries through- 
out the country.] 

Locat Recorps. In Library World, vol. 5, p. 208. 1903. 

{Criticism of the findings of the Report of the Local Records Com 
mittee, with answers to some of its objections to Public Libraries 
as depositories. Valuable to those who have not access to the 
Report, and suggestive to those who have. ] 

LocaL REcorDs CoMMITTEE, 1900. Report; and Appendices. 1902. 

{On the whole, these two volumes (published at 6d. and 2s. 4d. respec- 
tively) comprise the most complete body of information available on 
the subject. The Committee, which, however, had an undoubted 
antiquarian bias, reported unfavourably as regards public libraries. 
No librarian was on the Committee. 

See above GOULD and Loca REcorbs.] 

Mapan (F.) Public and private records Jn his Books in manuscript, 1893. 

[Describes interestingly the different kinds of records.) 

Parry (H. Lioyp). The functions and possibilities of a library and museum 
regarding the collection of local manuscripts and seals. Jn Library 
Association Record, vol. 12, p. 467. 1910. (Discussion p. 529.) 

[Maintains that municipal records should be in the custody of the 
Town Clerk, but that the Library should possess a calendar of them. 
Other local MSS. should be in the libraries. ] 

PLomeR (H. R.) Local records and free public libraries. Jn The Library, 
vol. 4, p. 137. 1892. 

[Recommends the making by each public library of a calendar of the 
records in its neighbourhood. | 





*The subject prescribed by the Library Association for the essay in Section VI., 1911. 
The list was prepared for use in the N.E. Branch discussion on March 22nd. 
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RoyaL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC REcorps, 1910. 

[For the constitution and terms of reference of this important Commis- 
sion, see the Times, Oct. 15, 1910, p. 10. Amongst other things it is 
to report on ‘‘ the custody of local records of a public nature.’’ The 
President (Dr. Kenyon) and the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. H. R. Tedder), 
of the Library Association, are members of the Commission. ] 

SHorE (T. W.) Librarians and ancient parish registers. Jn Monthly Notes 
of the Library Association, vol. 1, p. 22, 1880. 

[In the discussion on this paper Mr. W. H. Overall, Librarian of the 
Guildhall Library, first suggested the depositing of parish registers 
in public libraries ] 


THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF LIBRARY ECONOMY.* 


At last we have a handy and comprehensive guide to the literature of 
librarianship. Hitherto we have had to rest content with a number of 
works restricted either in their selection or in the period covered. 
Hortzschansky’s annual ** Bibliographie des Bibliotheks— und Buchwesens,”’ 
and the American ‘* Library Work’’ have been, and will continue to be, 
invaluable; but they are confined to current literature. And the 
bibliographies supplied in Mr. Brown's ‘‘ Guide to Librarianship’’ and 
‘*Manual of Library Economy,”’ and in Graesel’s ‘‘ Bibliothekslehre,’’ are 
select lists only. Mr. Cannons’s book is not quite so comprehensive as its 
title indicates, being confined to periodical literature. However the bulk 
of our professional literature is in that form ; and at present, moreover, the 
periodical literature stands in more need of being indexed than does the book 
literature. 

Mr. Cannons indexes 48 periodicals from their commencement to 1909, 
and so covers practically the entire field of modern librarianship. As a 
rough indication of the comprehensive nature of his book, it may be noted 
that it comprises over 15,000 entries. These entries are minutely 
classified under 1,900 subject headings, and reference is made easy by the 
existence of a full subject index. The scheme of classification is tabulated 
at the beginning of the work. Under each subject heading the entries are 
arranged in chronological order, so that the latest material can be found at 
once. This arrangement also has great interest to a student of librarianship, 
because it shows in striking fashion the historical development of each 
topic. 

For the bibliographical work in this book we have nothing but praise. 
The work has been very minutely carried through, and must have entailed 
enormous labour on the part of the compiler. It is well arranged, and well 
indexed. 

On the other hand, there are certain features to which we take 
exception. Under many of the headings there appears what purports to be 
‘‘a representative selection of firms specializing in supplies used in library 
administration.’’ Apart from the ludicrous nature of the claim to be 
‘* representative,’’ these lists impart a certain disagreeable advertising 
flavour to the whole book. This is all the more unfortunate, as Mr. 
Cannons's part of the work is so good. Then again the absence of running 
head-lines, and the want of differentiation in the type of the subject- 
headings, make the book occasionally awkward for reference. Then the 
paper is thin, and the type shows through. Of course, the production of 
this book was a large undertaking owing to its limited appeal ; but we wish 
it could have been done without quite such a ‘“‘ trade ”’ flavouring. 





*Cannons (H. G. T.) Bibliography of Library Economy: a classified index to the 
professional periodical literature relating to library economy, printing. methods of 
publishing, copyright, bibliography. 1910. Royal 8vo. pp. 448. London: Stanley 
Russell and Co. Price 7s. 6d. net. 
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To secretaries of library associations on the hunt for papers, to students 
entering for the professional examinations, and to those hungering after 
professional literary fame, this book will prove an inestimable boon. It 
clearly and concisely maps out all the territory that has been explored, and 
in doing so, reveals those portions yet to be explored. Asa guide to those 
topics not already fully dealt with, it will be fulfilling not the least of its 
services. And as a guide to the existing literature, it is a monument of 
industry. Mr. Cannons’s book is a tool equally useful to every grade of 
library worker. In short, it is indispensable. —_ 


LIBRARY BOOK-BINDING.* 


This book is welcome. It is good alike in conception and execution. In 
the genus book, regarded physically, there are four constituent elements, 
viz.: print, paper, cords or tapes (and all they imply), and the material which 
encases the whole ; and in writing ‘* Library bookbinding ’’ the authors have 
sought to garner and bring into a corpus such information concerning the 
last named (the paper, cords. and encasing material) as is of special interest 
to the librarian and the bookbinder who specializes in library binding. 
They have in no way aimed at superseding any existing treatise on the 
bookbinder’s craft. The first eleven chapters deal in a thorough and 
practical way with bookbinding (by hand and by machine), library book- 
binding, materials, the principles of paper-making, modern book-paper, 
tenders and specifications, records and checks, home-binderies, book- 
repairing, and recipes. Some are by Mr. Stephen, some by Mr. Coutts, 
whilst others have been written by the two in collaboration. Though here 
and there space is given for information of, perhaps, rather an obvious 
nature, he is well informed indeed who should not profit from the reading of 
these practical chapters. To him who would know that his books are 
bound economically and well the chapters on the processes of hand book- 
binding and on materials will specially appeal. During recent years not a 
little has been written on the relation of the ‘‘build'’ of a book to its 
durability, on the relative merits of bookbinding leathers, and on the causes 
of decay in such leathers. In the two chapters named, Mr. Stephen, whose 
experience qualifies him to write out of the fulness of knowledge, deals 
with these matters anew in his characteristically thorough way. One or 
two criticisms may, however, be made. In the chapter on materials 
(samples of some of the more suitable are given) one could wish that Mr. 
Stephen had been somewhat less indefinite as to the value of sheepskin. 
One hardly knows whether he approves of it or condemns it. ‘* Skivers,”’ 
certainly he unreservedly condemns.  ‘‘ Skivers,’’? however, are merely 
split skins chiefly from the ‘‘ sleek, well-fed, and securely stabled sheep of 
the plain.” But concerning ‘‘ Roans”’ and ‘‘ Basils’’? Mr. Stephen does not 
give the clear guidance that he gives regarding other materials. ‘‘ Roans”’ 
and ‘‘ Basils,’’ it may be stated, are unsplit skins, usually of the ‘hardy 
Scotch, Welsh, or other mountain sheep’’; and good mountain sheepskin 
(which may be obtained for about sixpence per square foot) is specifically 
stated by one or two authorities to be a serviceable leather for public 
libraries. Again, as showing how experts differ, Mr. Stephen, when dealing 
with causes of decay, quotes The Society of Arts’ Report that, where 
possible, valuable books should be kept in tightly fitting glass-cases,—these 
being conducive to their preservation. But has not Mr. William Blades 





*Coutrs, Henry T., and STEPHEN, GeorGE A. Manual of Library 
Book-Binding : Practical and Historical. With an introduction by Douglas 
Cockerell. xi. + 251 pp. Libraco Ltd. Seven shillings and Sixpence net. 
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somewhere decried glass-cases ‘‘ because the absence of ventilation will 
assist the formation of mould’’? When such experts differ, what is he 
that is inexpert to do? 

The chapters: ‘‘ Library bookbinding’’ and ‘‘A Form of tender and 
specification,’’ written in collaboration, are really complementary to those 
just mentioned, and are equally informative. Here, again, one notices that 
the experts are not always in agreement. On page 87 (Tender and 
specification) the authors recommend that ‘‘ all single leaves, plates, maps ”’ 
should ‘be guarded with linen round the adjoining section and sewn 
through,’’ whilst, on page 2, Mr. Douglas Cockerell is quoted as 
recommending good thin paper for guarding: *‘ and reason appears to be on 
his side. If a guard be made of linen and the plate is not of good quality 
paper, the leaf (plate or plan) so inserted is liable to form a hinge and 
ultimately to break away at the edge of the linen.’’ In the chapter on 
Machine bookbinding Mr. Stephen has some excellent words on reinforced 
bindings. The principle of the establishment of home-binderies is well put 
forward by Mr. Coutts, who gives interesting facts and figures relative to 
such binderies in certain English and American libraries ; and, though he, 
like Mr. Cyril Davenport in ‘‘ Leather for Libraries,’’ does not advocate the 
adoption of a home-bindery in its literal sense, save in the larger libraries 
and under certain conditions, his observations on the provision of book- 
repairing departments in smaller libraries are persuasive; whilst his 
chapters: ‘* Book-repairing’’ and ‘‘ Miscellaneous recipes’’ are veritable 
mines of information to the custodian of books, whether used, ill-used, or 
non-used. Space forbids more than the mere mention of the chapters on 
paper-making and on modern book-paper by Mr. Coutts, and the historicat 
sketches of bookbinding by Mr. Stephen. The fact that it is o.p. may 
explain why the latter in writing the historical sketches has not availed 
himself also of Mr. Joseph Cundall’s ‘‘On bookbindings, ancient and 
modern,’’ 1881. There is also an exceedingly useful glossary of terms used 
in the bookbinding and allied industries. In earlier days a book was 
designed as a whole. Time has changed all that. But, if time in his 
course should restore the day when the parts of a book: type, paper, 
sewing, and covering, shall be again in consonance, this result will have 
been helped by ‘‘ Library bookbinding.’’ Issued with the imprimatur of Mr. 
Douglas Cockerell it gives distinction to its authors and to the Library 
Assistants’ Association of which they are members. J. Wn. 


NOTABLE PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Catalogue of Books and Tracts 
on Genealogy and Heraldry in the Central Public 
Libraries. 69 pp. 10 X 74-in. 1910. 


It is with increasing pleasure that we have examined each of the 
admirable class lists that have issued within the last few years from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and we are gratified to find that the present volume 
possesses all the interest and value of its predecessors, with an added 
charm of its own that is due to the harmonising of the book with the 
subject. The fact that the subject is a somewhat limited one for a special 
class list to be devoted to it, only adds to its general attractiveness. The 
Catalogue is a handsome volume bound in red cloth, bearing the arms of the 
City on the front board, and is well printed in a large clear type on a dull 
white surfaced paper, the various pages with their well spaced entries 
forming a pleasant contrast to the somewhat uninteresting and heavy 
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appearance of the average public library catalogue. There are no advertise- 
ments. In a brief preface attention is drawn to typical works, which, 
although they deal for the most part with different subjects, are likely to be 
valuable and relevent to the Herald and Genealogist. The books cat: ilogued 
are all in the Reference Library unless otherwise indicated. Part I. 

(pp. 1-37) consists of a Subject List arranged according to the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and might well be studied by students of classifica- 
tion, especially the class numbers of those books more obviously serviceable 
to the Herald and Genealogist, though their main subject matter falls 
within other divisions of book classification. The Subject List contains the 
tullest entries, and includes the names of authors, titles, sizes, dates, and 
places of publication. Newcastle-upon-Tyne possesses an extensive and 
valuable Heraldic and Genealogical collection, and an examination of the 
list will certainly rouse the envy of many reference librarians throughout the 
country who are not so fortunate in the books at their disposal. Part 2 
(pp. 39-62) consists of an Author List, including abbreviated titles and dates. 
A brief subject index concludes the volume. J.W. 


REPRODUCTION DES FOoLios Ir, 293r, 301r ET 641v DE LA 
BisLeE a 42 Lignes Imprimée par Jean Gutenberg a 
Mayence de 1450 a 1455, d’ apres l’exemplaire de la 
Bibliotheque Royale de Munich. Paris: Welter. Five 
Francs. 


These four pages containing extracts from a letter of St. Jerome, the 
Revelation of St. John, and from the Psalms respectively, have been issued 
with a prospectus ofa facsimile edition (in photo-process work) of the 42-line 
or Mazarine Bible that is now in course of preparation and is to be published 
at the end of 1912 by Mr. H. Welter of Paris (4 Rue Bernard-Palissy). If 
the high standard of excellence which is reached in these pages is maintained 
throughout the whole of this reproduction of the earliest printed, the rarest, 
and the most valuable of all editions of the Bible, the result will certainly 
rank with the original as one of the highest achievements of the printer's art. 
The bold and clear cut black letter type ranging in double columns down 

each page, the two large and bez vutiful ¢ capitals in blue with their intricate 
interlacings in red, the numerous initials in the same colours, the wonderful 
marginal flourishes, the elaborate rubrics, these and a thousand other details 
all stand out in conscious pride of their fifteenth century glory. The single 
printed rubric on the first page is in strong contrast with the remaining hand 
printed rubrics. Although no fewer than 40 copies of the Mazarine Bible are 
actually known to be in existence in the public and private libraries of 
Europe and America, the book is one of the rarest extant, and this fact 


alone will undoubtedly ensure the success of such a skilful reproduction as 
Mr. Welter is about to place on the market. The original of the present 


issue is the copy preserved in the Royal Library at Munich, which is in 
perfect preservation and is entirely of the first edition. The two volumes 
extend to some 1,280 pages, and contain more than 100 illuminated miniature 
initials, and decorative borderings in red, blue, gold, etc. One page shows 
as many as nine colours. There are to be three issues: 

(1) Copies on Dutch handmade paper at £30. Copies bound in the 
style of the XV. Century will be sold at £36 8s. Od. Copies 251 to 500 if 
subscribed after Dec. 31st, 1910, will cost £40 unbound and £46 bound. (2) 
Copies on Japanese paper £60. (3) Copies on vellum or parchment £120. 
To those members of the L.A.A. who still find the Bible beyond their reach, 
we can confidently recommend the study of the facsimile pages issued 
with the prospectus, which, as all the books reviewed in these pages, can 
be borrowed from the L.A.A. library. J.W. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 
MARCH MEETING. 


Although poorly attended, perhaps on account of its 
being held on Thursday, the March Meeting of the Associa- 
tion was one of much interest. It took place at the Battersea 
Public Library on the 16th inst., the President being in the 
chair. After the confirmation of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, read by the Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. J. Harris, 
Chief Librarian of the Bromley (Kent) Public Library, was 
called upon to read a paper on Library Activities, and dealt 
at length with lectures, reading circles, work with children, 
and other means of extending the usefulness of public 
libraries, illustrating with the methods of working at Bromley. 
There was a discussion, in which Messrs. Peters (Lewisham), 
Hogg (Battersea), Purnell (Hon. Editor), and Stewart 
{Islington), took part. Mr. W. McGILi, of the West 
Islington Public Library, followed with a paper on Library 
Statistics, which proved to be of great interest and was 
infused with a delicate sense of humour. It is hoped to print 
it in a later number of the journal, together with a 
résumé of the discussion, in which Messrs. Stewart, Peters, 
J. D. Brown (Chief Librarian of Islington), and the President 
took part. Mr. Hogg then moved a vote of thanks to the 
readers of the papers, which was seconded by the Honorary 
Editor, and accorded unanimous approval. The President 
next moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Inkster and the Battersea 
Library authorities for the privilege of meeting there. Miss 
O. E. Clarke (Islington) seconded, and after this had been 
adopted with applause, and Mr. Hogg had replied briefly for 
Mr. Inkster, the proceedings terminated. 





SOUTH WALES BRANCH. 


The February meeting was held at the Central Library, 
Cardiff,on Wednesday, the 22nd. A set of lantern slides 
consisting of views of the principal large libraries in the 
kingdom, were kindly loaned by the Library Association, 
and Mr. Morgan, the chairman of the Branch, gave an 
interesting lecture on them. The slides and _ their 
description were very much appreciated, the members 
taking great interest in the different departments of some 
of our large libraries. At the conclusion of the meeting 
hearty votes of thanks were accorded to the Library 
Association for the loan of the slides, to Mr. Morgan for 
his lecture, and to Mr. E. J. Rees for kindly setting up and 
working the lantern apparatus. 
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OBITUARY. 
EDWARD McKNIGHT. 


It is with regret that we have to record the untimely death of Mr. E. 
McKnight, the Borough Librarian of Chorley, and formerly a member of 
this association, which took place at a nursing home in London, on 
Saturday, March 4th, 1911. For some time past he had been suffering 
from a serious affection of the throat, which finally necessitated an 
Operation, and for this purpose he came to London and was operated upon 
on Monday, February 27th, by Dr. St. Clair Thomson, the eminent throat 
specialist, and Dr. Berghard the well-known Harley Street surgeon. This 
was considered successful, and high hopes were entertained for his recovery ; 
but five days later he had a relapse, and passed peacefully away. Mr. 
McKnight was born in Wigan on September 7th, 1877, and at 14 years of 
age became an assistant in the Wigan Public Library, where he received a 
thorough training in the duties of his profession under the supervision of 
Mr. H. T. Folkard, F.S.A., the chief librarian. In 1898 he received the 
appointment of senior assistant in the Carlisle Public Library. He 
remained at Carlisle nearly a year, and in May, 1899, he came back to his 
native county as Borough Librarian of Chorley, and organised the present 
library there, which was opened a few months later. In addition to his 
ordinary duties, he edited a library journal, organised popular library 
lantern lectures, and was founder and secretary of the ‘Chorley and 
District Lecture Society,’’ and the ‘‘Chorley Branch of the Workers 
Educational Association.’’ By these many activities he made the public 
library an intellectual force in the town. A great reader, he had a leaning 
towards subjects of an antiquarian nature, and was the author of 
interesting brochures on ‘‘ Myles Standish, the great Puritan captain”’ ; 
‘“* Gainsborough Old Hall and the Pilgrim Church’’; and ‘History of 
Chorley Parish Church.’’ He took a great interest in the work of the 
‘* Lancashire Parish Register Society,’’ and it was owing to his illness that 
the publication of the Chorley Registers was delayed. Mr. McKnight was 
well-known to Librarians all over the kingdom. He was a member of the 
Council of the Library Association, and Hon. Secretary of the North 
Western Branch of the same body. Of high mental capacity, he was 
thorough and methodical in his work, and was well informed on all matters 
relating to the profession he loved so well. The N.W. Branch of the 
Library Association have lost the services of a capable and energetic 
secretary, and the Library Committee and public of Chorley a faithful 
and efficient librarian. Although Mr. McKnight’s connection with the 
Library Assistants’ Association was only of short duration, owing to his 
early promotion to a chief position, yet he was always keenly interested 
in its affairs, and at all times was ready to give his junior colleagues in the 
profession the benefit of his knowledge and experience. The funeral took 
place at the Wigan Cemetery and was attended by members and chief 
officials of the Chorley Corporation, and the principal librarians of 
Lancashire. The Chorley and Wigan Public Libraries were closed for a 
short time out of respect for the deceased Librarian. 


WORK OF THE COUNCIL. 


A Meeting of the Council was held at the Bishopsgate Institute on 
Wednesday, March 22nd, 1911, at 7.30 p.m., the President being in the 
chair. Among the Honorary Secretary’s correspondence was a letter from 
the Education Committee of the London County Council as follows :— 

Sir, 

The Education Committee have had under consideration your letter 
of the 14th inst., with regard to the method adopted for selecting 
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candidates for the post of woman librarian at this office. In reply 
thereto, | am directed to inform you that the Committee are recom- 
mending the Council to invite applications for appointment to this 
position by public advertisement. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
B. M. ALLEN, 
Deputy Education Officer. 
The Committee appointed to arrange the Brussels excursion reported 
the completion of the programme, and stated that there was every pros- 
pect of a successful meeting, a good number of members and friends having 
promised to join the party. The Treasurer reported a balance in hand of 
£29 8s. 5d., and accounts to the amount of £10 2s. 9d. were ordered for 
payment. .\ letter from the Yorkshire Branch requesting the Council again 
to consider whether some general representations could not be made to the 
Library Association to prevent injustice to provincial assistants because of 
the alleged purely London bias of its Membership Committee was referred 
to the Registration Committee for report, and meanwhile the Secretary 
was directed to inform the Branch that discontent with the grading by the 
Membership Committee was not confined to the provinces, but was strongly 
felt in London. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION: YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 
PRESIDENT: 
Mr. J. C. Handby, Central Library, Bradford. 
HONORARY TREASURER : 
Mr. W. Proctor, Branch Library, Armley, Leeds. 
HONORARY SECRETARY: 
Mr. Arthur J. Hawkes, Central Public Library, Leeds. 


Programme of Meetings, 1911. 


March 15th. Central Library, Bradford. 
Address by J. A. CHARLTON Deas, Esoa., Chief Librarian of 
Sunderland. 
Paper: History, Organization, and Educational Value of Municipal 
Library Lectures. By RICHARD HAxBy. 
May 11th. Central Library, Huddersfield. 
Paper: The Staff and the Borrower. By NORMAN TRELIVING. 
Paper: Some Suggestions towards a (Constructional) Revision of 
the Dewey Classification. By ARTHUR J. HAWKEs. 
July 5th. Leeds. 
Paper: Some Notes on Cataloguing. By Epwin C. Wickens, of 
Liverpool. 
Paper: Travelling Libraries. By Davip L. STRACHAN. 
September 28th. The Public Library, Morley 
Paper : Comparative Technics of Academic and Municipal Libraries. 
By J. ALEXANDER SYMINGTON. 
Paper: By F. JARRETT. 
November 15th. Central Library, Bradford. 
Paper: Organization and Administration of School Libraries. By 
F, J. Tayor. 
Paper: By J. B. ELLison. 
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LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION : MIDLAND BRANCH 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, 1910-11. 








RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 

£s. d.| £ s. d. 

To Subscriptions 1910 .. 410 6 By proportion of Subscrip- 

“ ea 1911 (paid tions due to Central 
in advance) .. - O7 6 Association .. . 2 FG 
— » Postage .. i a & 2 4 
417 6) ., Printingand Stationery 1 11 0 
Deficit es =a -« ft & 7 , Subscriptions 1911 .. 0 7 6 
£6 3 1 £6 3 #1 








Examined and certified correct, Er1tc A. PEPPIETTE. 
28th Jan., 1911. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of ‘* The Library Assistant.” 
DEAR SIR, 

In response to my appeal in the professional press for local titles cover- 
ing the period 1801-36 for insertion in the English Catalogue, I have already 
received two collections, one of books and pamphlets not in the British 
Museum, but contained in the Patent Office Library, compiled by Mr 
Wyndham Hulme, the other from Mr. H. D. Roberts, being a collection of 
Sussex titles from works in the Brighton Public Library, compiled by Mr 
E. Male and Mr. A. C. Piper 

Other promises of help have come to hand from Gloucester, Stirling, 
Leeds, etc., and I hope that shortly I may be able to acknowledge the 
receipt of collections of titles from other parts of the United Kingdom. 


St. Bride Foundation, Yours, etc., 
Bride Lane, Fleet Street, E.C., R. A. PEpDIE. 
18th March, 1911. 





NEW MEMBERS. 


MemBeErs: Winifred B. Bungard, British Library of Political Science. 
A. Johnson, Stepney. 

Associate: B. Greaves, Carnegie Library, Romford Road, Manor 
Park, E. 

South Wales Branch.—Memper: David Rhys Phillips, Swansea 

Yorkshire Branch.—Mempsers: P.C. Hall, Church Institute, Hull ; 
Richard Haxby, Leeds; E. Judson, Manor Lane Branch, Bradford; John 
Walker, Leeds. 

AssociaTes: Edgar Coggins, Harrogate; Miss Forward, Leeds ; 
M. Phillips, Hull. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. 


As we go to press we learn with deepest concern and regret that the 
New York State Library, with its 600,000 volumes, besides manuscripts and 
ancient Dutch and English Colonial documents, has been destroyed by fire, 
together with a large portion of the Capitol at Albany. 
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